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Winter Driving Tips 
R eliable transportation is espe-

cially important in the winter. If 
you have a car, make sure it is 
ready for whatever winter may 
bring. The following precautions 
may help you to avoid an unpleas-
ant or dangerous situation while 
traveling: 
☃ You should keep your car in 

top operating condition all year round for 
safety and fuel economy. It is especially im-
portant to winterize your car by checking the 
following: 

☃ Keep your gasoline tank as nearly full as 
possible. This will minimize water in the tank 
and will provide the maximum advantage in 
case of trouble. 

☃ A cell phone can be a very useful item in 
emergencies. 

☃ Carry a winter storm car kit, especially if 
traveling long distances or, in the northern 
states, at all times. A winter storm car kit 
should contain sleeping bags, or two or 
more blankets. 

☃ Two empty 3 pound coffee cans with lids. 
One may be used for sanitary facilities, the 

other to burn candles for heat. 
Use a catalytic heater if available. 
A catalytic heater relies on a 
chemical reaction to produce heat. 
(Whether using this type of emer-
gency heat source or your car’s 
own heater, be sure to leave a 
window open for air circulation. 
Carbon monoxide poisoning can 

happen without the victim being aware of it 
until it’s too late.) 

☃ Matches and candles. 

☃ Winter clothing, including wool caps, mittens 
and overshoes. 

☃ Large box of facial tissues. 

☃ First aid kit with pocket knife. 

☃ Flashlight with extra batteries. 

☃ Small sack of sand. 

☃ One set of tire chains. 

☃ Shovel. 

☃ Food supply (high calorie, non-perishable 
food such as canned nuts, dried fruit, candy, 
etc.) 

☃ Tools (pliers, screwdriver, adjustable 
wrench). 

☃ Windshield scraper. 

☃ Battery booster cables. 
(Con nued on page 2) 
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If you must use your car during a storm: 
 
☃ Plan your travel, selecting both primary and 

alternate routes. 
☃ Check latest weather information on your 

radio. 
☃ Try not to travel alone, two or three people 

are preferable. 
☃ Travel in convoy with another vehicle, if pos-

sible. 
☃ Always fill the gasoline tank before entering 

open country, even for a short distance. 
☃ Drive carefully and defensively. 

☃ If the storm begins to be too much for you to 
handle, seek refuge immediately. 

☃ Let someone know your itinerary so that, if 
you don’t arrive on time, officials will know 
where to search for you.  

 
Avoid driving if you can use public transporta-
tion. If you must use a car, drive at a speed that 
is safe for road conditions. 

Winter Driving Tips 
(Con nued from page 1) 

On many of our automobile, gen-
eral liability, workers’ compensation and 

errors and omissions claims additional field in-
vestigation is warranted. Most of the investiga-
tion will be obtained, where possible, by the 
claim staff assigned to the claim.  
 
When field investigation is needed it is assigned 
to our Field Claim Representative, Randall 
Pearson. Randy handles the entire state of 
New Jersey. He is responsible for doing the leg 
work that generally cannot be done by the inter-
nal claim staff. 
 
As you know, one of the conditions of your poli-
cy with the NJSIG is to cooperate in the investi-
gation of your claims. Many times the business 
administrator is not the individual most knowl-
edgeable of the facts nor are they available be-
cause of scheduling, vacations, business trips, 
disabilities, etc. Therefore, other school person-
nel must be contacted. This can include admin-
istrators, heads of departments, teachers, cus-
todians, nurses or any other party affiliated with 
the school who may have knowledge about the 

claim. Please remember this information is usu-
ally obtained from you in our initial contact. 
Randy will always identify himself with a busi-
ness card. Our internal claim staff should ad-
vise the business administrator that Randy 
maybe assigned to investigate further. Please 
make sure you extend your full cooperation to 
any NJSIG claim handler. This includes Randy 
Pearson. If you have a question as to who is 
contacting you, please call our office so we can 
ease your concern.  
 
A good thorough and quick investigation is what 
we want and need. If there is a delay it could 
hamper memories and prevent us from getting 
to the school personnel most knowledgeable of 
the accident facts. This can lead to paying out 
greater settlements on claims. 
 
Please do not hesitate to call any of the claim 
staff when you have questions about investiga-
tions. 
 

By Louis Giannetto 
NJSIG Claim Manager 

Field Investigations Claims Corner 
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The holiday season represents the busiest 
shopping season of the year, and a leading time 

for thieves to get in on 
a piece of the action. 
The good news is that 
whether you plan to 
shop online or in the 
stores, all it takes is a 
little know-how to pro-
tect yourself from 
fraud. 
 

Prevent credit fraud with these 10 tips: 
 
1. Keep an eye on your statements. During the 

holidays, credit card companies may shut 
down many of their flagging systems that 
watch for suspicious transactions due to 
transaction load. This means that you need 
to be extra vigilant in watching your own 
statements for suspicious activity. This is 
easy to do online, as most credit card com-
panies post new purchases within a day, 
and you can check the statement as many 
times as you like. 

2. Keep up with your credit report. If you've 
never checked your credit report, or haven't 
done so in a year or more, the holidays are 
an ideal time to do so. Regularly monitoring 
your report allows you to check for any un-
authorized accounts and fraudulent activity. 

3. You are entitled by law to one free copy of 
your credit report each year from each of the 
major credit reporting bureaus, and it can be 
ordered from www.annualcreditreport.com. 

4. Opt for paperless statements. With paper-
less statements, you don't have to worry 
about someone stealing your private infor-
mation right out of your garbage can or mail-
box because your statements are e-mailed 
to you online. (If you do get paper state-
ments, buy a paper shredder, at the very 
least.) Always keep your credit card number 
shielded from those around you while shop-
ping. 

5. Get a virtual credit card. Many credit card 

companies offer virtual credit cards for shop-
ping online. The card has a unique number 
that can only be used once, allowing you to 
shop online without ever having to enter 
your real credit card number. Check your 
credit card's online website for information. 

6. Protect your card identification number 
(CID). The CID code is a three or four-digit 
security code that's placed on the front or 
back of your credit card. Most online, phone, 
or mail-order purchases require you to give 
this code before the transaction goes 
through, so make sure to keep it confiden-
tial. 

7. Keep your credit cards separate from your 
wallet. This way, if your wallet is stolen, your 
credit cards will be safe. If you don't know 
the retailer you're buying from online, check 
them out with the Better Business Bureau 
first. 

8. Protect your credit card in stores. Keep an 
eye on your card, watch who handles it, and 
shield the number from those around you as 
much as possible. If you have multiple cards 
on your account (such as cards for your chil-
dren) make sure that they also know to keep 
the card in a safe place. 

9. Sign your credit card as soon as you get it. 
Though it sounds obvious, many people car-
ry around unsigned cards that leave them 
vulnerable to credit card fraud. 

10. When shopping online make sure it is in a 
private place. It is highly recommended that 
you only shop online from a computer you 
know and trust. Using a computer in a library 
or Internet café leaves you much more vul-
nerable to credit card thieves. On your per-
sonal computer, make sure you have in-
stalled up-to-date anti-virus, anti-spyware, 
anti-spamware and firewall software. 

 
Source: http://www.sixwise.com 

By Sameer Sarfraz 
NJSIG Senior Loss Control Representative 

PREVENTING CREDIT CARD FRAUDS 
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To sign up for SafeSchools contact your NJSBAIG Loss Control Representative or 
Justin Moore, Regional Manager SafeSchools at 800-434-0154 extension 7028 or 
jmoore@SafeSchools.com. 

The membership of New Jersey School Boards Association Insurance Group 
(NJSBAIG) recently approved a change in our bylaws. As a result, the Insur-
ance Group’s name was changed to New Jersey School Insurance Group 
(NJSIG). During the next calendar year this new name will transition onto all 
our communication.   
 

By Tony Jones 
NJSIG Loss Control Manager 

NJSBAIG Is Now NJSIG 


